“SAVE THE RURAL DWELLER”
PROJECT THEME: “Youth Volunteerism, A Tool For Development In Achieving The Millennium Development Goals”

VOLUNTEER APPLICATION FORM


CONTACT:

Save The Rural Dweller Project

P.O.Box 30604

KIA

Accra-Ghana

Telephone: +233-244-285653

Email: Kwame@representative.com

www.studentworldassembly.org" 

URL: 

www.studentworldassembly.org

www.youthlink.org
BACKGROUND

To state that youth are the future of any nation would be stating the obvious. The Youth can play an important role in shaping their societies. One sure way that youth can be mobilized and engaged in activities in the community, Regional and National level is by building on and promoting a culture of volunteerism and a culture of selfless community service.

There is no doubt that volunteerism brings benefits to both the individual and the society at large. It makes important contributions for both economic and social development of communities and nations.

Young people’s contributions to their communities and nations are not entirely understood or maximized. Youth are making a difference as activists, as leaders in community development, and by their record levels of volunteerism. 

In many parts of the world, they may be perceived as apathetic or disengaged, but this is largely inaccurate. Worldwide, youth are bypassing traditional forms of political participation (i.e. voting) through their activism and volunteering. However, the global youth movement is characterized by fragmentation, resulting in isolated actions that do not reach their full potential, often due to a lack of resources, access to knowledge and information, and institutional barriers. Without the guidance, understanding, support, and recognition of government leaders, and other decision-makers, young leaders are often unequipped to fully participate in the decisions that are affecting their lives.
PROBLEM STATEMENT

Over the past several decades, a number of countries have initiated the design and implementation of national policies and strategies focused on youth. 

However, most countries do not have specific structures in place for effective youth participation. Neither have they successfully managed to mainstream youth concerns, as the issues relating to young people fall across a variety of policy areas such as education, health or juvenile delinquency. 

Despite youth constituting more than 50% of the population in many countries, governments rarely consult young people on matters affecting their lives, such as poverty reduction strategy efforts. Even those governments that have developed legislation on youth issues often lack comprehensive and holistic approaches to the challenges faced by the younger generation. 

A progressive national youth policy obliges traditional decision-makers to not only work for young people, but with them in order to let their experiences inform the development of appropriate interventions and services.

Governments and International bodies have initiated a number of policies such as the SAPs, CASs, PRSPs, MDGS, NEPAD, HIPC etc aimed at development. NGOs, CBOs, and Youth associations have also embarked on numerous campaigns and projects around the globe aimed at tackling developmental issues, women empowerment, child welfare, health, environmental sustainability, peace building and conflict transformation. Success has been achieved on various occasions and on the other hand failure in spite of the resources and energy that has been pumped into issues of this nature to make a change. 

Everyday at the various entry points to Accra, the capital city and some of the major cities of Ghana there is an influx of youth trooping in from all over the towns and villages to the cities in search of jobs. Some engage in prostitution and have been victims of the HIV/AIDS pandemic and other hazardous diseases. Many others resort to armed robbery and other social malpractices to make ends meet. 

Demographic studies show that some of these children are surprisingly as young as 10 years old who engage in “kayayo” by carrying heavy loads for a meager charge or selling on the streets and roadsides.

These are the sad realities that have prompted the Student World Assembly and the Global Youth Action Network, in partnership with the United Nations Millennium Campaign and the Government of Ghana and other partner organizations and institutions working in the line of children welfare, youth development and women empowerment to come up with a pragmatic measure to curb these unfortunate instances in Ghana and sub-Saharan Africa through youth volunteerism.
Purpose of the ‘’Save the Rural Dweller Project’’
· To stop the influx of women, youth and children to the urban areas to engage in dangerous activities

· To stop the use of children on the farms as cheap labour
· To create the needed learning environment and atmosphere for the children in the rural areas

· Sensitise the rural folks on the dangers of the HIV/AIDS pandemic and other hazardous diseases

· To bring an end to child trafficking

· Empower women in the rural areas 
· Enhance local community involvement in environmental protection

· Offer Micro-entrepreneurial skill training to the local Youth

· To offer micro-finance facility support for the beneficiaries of the entrepreneurial training.

· Search for a market for the products of the local youth entrepreneur through networking 

· Promote Youth (in-school youth, out-of- school youth, working youth and youth with special needs) participation in community development

· To champion the course of the MDGs in Ghana.

· To use volunteerism as a powerful tool in achieving the MDGs and the PRSPs

· To measure the achievement of Ghana in achieving the MDGs.

· Data collection, Advocacy, Research and Campaign on the MDGs. 
· To assist Governments create youth development indexes and trend monitoring schemes that are aligned to the MDGs and PRSPs/CAS.
PROGRAMME DETAILS:

Work Place: Specific areas in all the ten regions of Ghana

Working hour: 6-7 hours

Type of work: working with children in rural schools, working with youth and women groups on the below areas of your interest:
· Rural Youth & HIV/AIDS Awareness

· Rural Children Welfare

· Save Our Environment

· Women & Youth Empowerment (Given Voice to the Voiceless)

· Rural Infrastructural facelift

· Helping in construction of wells for safe drinking water

· Entrepreneurial skills training
Some Benefits for Volunteers

· Receive the UN Secretary General Award for Community service

· Get the Government of Ghana Award for Community involvement

· Certificate and honor for participation 

Work details in Other Partner Organization

 Apart from the above, we have many other partner organizations which work for children, women, the physically challenged and refugees. Volunteers can also work there under our supervision.  

Important Notice for the Short/Long Term Volunteer
* Volunteers must send Application Form, and Self Assessment Form.

* Volunteers should be 18 years or more. [All Volunteers below 20 years of age need to take their Parent permission.] 
* Regarding vaccinations, consult the Ghana Embassy in your country.

* Volunteers have to fix the flight schedule by themselves and inform us of the arrival date, time and flight number. We will pick them up at the airport.

* All Volunteers need to apply for the Tourist Visa in their country at least a week before their journey. Volunteer interested for more than 6 months program, must check the visa period issued to them [from the Ghana embassy in your country].

* Volunteers should make their medical insurance before their journey

* Volunteers have to bring a sleeping bag

~FAQ~

1. Do the volunteers need any qualifications?
No. But they need to adapt to different cultures and societies and motivated mind

2. Do the volunteers have to speak English fluently?
No. But the language spoken among the volunteers and staffs is English, so volunteers are required to understand at least the Basic English to communicate with others.

3. How much does a volunteer need to join the program?

Participation fees + Flight costs + Insurance + Vaccination costs (if a volunteer has) +   Medical bill (in case) + Personal expenditure + extra money (in case)

3. Are there any special things to bring?
No. But if volunteers like to bring any educational kits, playing kits for the children, small cars and trucks (non military) Balls Stuffed, Animals Puppets , flying disc, musical instruments, music cassette tapes, instruments, drawing materials, some textbooks etc. 

4. Does the project relate to any religious activities?
No. We are not related to any kind of religious activities and welcome volunteers from any religion.

5. Is there any Orientation class?

Long term volunteers have to pass through the 7 days orientation class.

Application Form
[Long Term/ Medium Term/ Short Term /Volunteers]

Email: Kwame@representative.com
First Name: 


Last Name: 


Sex:                       [Male / Female]
Father’s Name:


Mother’s Name:

Educational Qualification:

Present Occupation:

Permanent Address:


Country:

Phone No:


Fax No:

Present Address:


Email Id:


Marital Status:         [Single/Married]

Date of Birth:


Blood Group:


Passport No:         
Contact person in Emergency
Name:   
Relationship:


Address:


Phone No:


Email Id:


From when you like to join our program:


Level of English [For Non-English Speaking Countries]: [None / Few / Medium / Fluent]

Any Disease or Allergy:



By signing this form here I am taking an oath that all the information mentioned above in this form are true to the best of my knowledge and the Organization will not be responsible for any kind of Natural calamities/ Illegal activities done by me during program period/ Personal Accident/Terrorist activities or any other unavoidable circumstances.

Signature:

Date:

Self Assessment Form

Name


Country

*What is your purpose to join this kind of program?







*What kind of things can you do for the rural children, youth and women?








*What kind of things do you want to get from this program?








*Do you have any previous experience working with children, youth or women? If yes, please give the details







Date:

Signature:
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Paste your 


Photograph here























PARTNERS:


GOVERNMENT OF GHANA


UNITED NATIONS MILLENIUM CAMPAIGN





INITIATORS:


STUDENT WORLD ASSEMBLY-GHANA


GLOBAL YOUTH ACTION NETWORK - GHANA








